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ished on the restless tribes. The post officials in*
sisted that these were merely the gifts which had
regularly been made in times of peace. But they
were used with deadly effect against the Ohio fron-
tiersmen; and there can be little doubt that they
were intended so to be used.

By 1789 the situation was very serious. Ma-
rauding expeditions were growing in frequency;
and a scout sent out by Governor St. Clair came
back with the report that most of the Indians
throughout the entire Northwest had "bad hearts.'5
Washington decided that delay would be danger-
ous, and the nation forthwith prepared for its first
war since independence. Kentucky was asked to
furnish a thousand militiamen and Pennsylvania
five hundred, and the forces were ordered to come
together at Fort Washington, near Cincinnati.

The rendezvous took place in the summer of
1790, and General Josiah Harmar was put in com-
mand of a punitive expedition against the Miamis.
The recruits were raw, and Harmar was without
the experience requisite for such an enterprise.
None the less, when the little army, accompanied
by three hundred regulars, and dragging three
brass field-pieces, marched out of Fort Washington
on a fine September day, it created a very good